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R f lp f i /  Assault triggers fear,
Is the college
doing enough 
to prevent it?
hatred into victim’s mind
The following is a first hand account of what it is like 
to be the victim of a violent crime. Earlier this month 
Ms. Kotowicz and two other Grand Valley students fell 
victim to such a crime. At about 9:30 p.m. on August 8, 
three men broke into an apartment in a complex just 
off-campus. Wielding guns, the three raped two girls and 
beat another girl and her boyfriend, and took stereo 
equipment and approximately $200 in cash. One victim 
identified one of the assaildhts as Joseph Anderson, a 
former student in Grand Valley’s Project Make-11. A 
warrant was put out for Anderson’s arrest and he later 
surrendered voluntarily. Police at this writing are still 
investigating the incident.
-  Editor
Reading and listening to the news is a very different 
thing from BEING the news.
The repulsion and horror felt when one hears of a 
heinous crime is never the same as when you yourself 
are the victim of such a crime.
When I became a victim of an armed robbery and 
assault early in August, my whole life was changed,.
* ' I had lived oil or near campus for four years arid 
never had anything, except a pair of navy blue panti- 
hose from the dorm bathroom, ripped-off. I was always 
' secure in the knowledge that “crime didn’t happen out 
in the country.” Coming from Detroit, where my father 
is a cop, I thought 1 had a pretty strong argument.
But I was wrong.
The scene was like, something out of a TV detective 
storv. One of the other irirls and I u /w  cittino* ^ —  —  — — - —  — v a i  » u v
couch talking about Nixon, another girl was in back 
taking care of her laundry, my boyfriend was on the 
balcony smoking a cigarette. A crash at the door and the 
sudden appearance of three black men, all wielding 
guns. It was a TV show. It wasn’t real.. . some macabre 
joke by the neighbors.
“What is this bullshit?” I asked. They started slapping 
us around. Jesus Christ . . .  we’re hurt -  stop the action 
-  get that sonuvabitch director in here . . .  this is going 
too far. No one was there to stop it. Real blood. Real 
pain. Real guns.
My own helplessness enraged me all the more. These 
guys can do whatever they want to us ONLY because 
they have guns! What a sick way to piy God. i have 
never been afraid of death, but the idea of being blown
CONTINUIO ON P A O I *
This special issue focuses on the growing 
problem of campus crime. According to the 
campus police, larceny has become one of the 
biggest headaches the coiiege faces. Thefts 
have become common in the dorms, the 
Ravine Apartments, as wei! as at the off- 
campus apartments. More frightening, how­
ever, have been the reported instances of rape. 
Although not as prevalent as larceny and 
traffic violation Cases, rape is nevertheless a 
problem the college must face head on, ii if is 
to deal realistically with its problems at all. In 
this issue the Lanthorn will explore the Grand 
Valley crime problem, dealing especially with 
rape, and comment on the college's need for a 
tough reappraisal of its approach in dealing 
with crime.
•Fig* 2
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Larceny/ Campus
thefts increase
Larceny has become the number two head­
ache on campus, according to the Campus 
Police. The number one problem is traffic and 
parking control.
Thefts of college-owned, as well as stu­
dent-owned, property have greatly increased 
within the past year.
Thefts which occur in the dorms and 
nearby apartments are most often not the 
« .n U  n f  fnroiKlp dntrv hut ncuallv becauseI V J U l i  V S  I V i  • •• •• J 9 •   /  ~ *
the residents leave their doors unlocked. This 
is the case with most car thefts also.
Audio-Visual equipment thefts probably 
constitute the biggest single area of school 
equipment losses.
Larcenies, whether it is a larceny of per­
sonal belongings or that of college property,
are expensive and may' be difficult, if not 
impossible, to control.
Traffic and parking, control is the most 
time-consuming duty of the seven-person po­
lice force. Illegal parking is discouraged by the 
issuance of parking citations.
Arend Lubbers: A lough new approach 
needed to deal with a tough problem.
The Campus Police serve the Grand Valley 
campus and the nearby community when 
students are involved. The police, who have 
been deputized by the Ottawa County Sher­
iffs Department, will aid the sheriffs in the 
surrounding community when called upon for 
assistance.
The Campus Police ate trained and 
equipped in first aid for emergencies on 
campus and their van is equipped for first aid 
and emergency treatment.
LOW / Tough new 
bill to benefit victims
The Michigan House this month passed a 
tough, new revision o f  Michigan’s century-old 
rape law. The bill is designed to facilitate 
convictions ~and end the courtroom torment 
o f rape victims.
Sponsored by Sen. Gary Byker, R- 
Hudsonville, the bill, which pawed the House 
by a 99-2 vote, was sent to the Senate for 
consideration. The House passed a tougher 
venion o f the original MB.
may be haunted with fears that someday it's 
going to happen again.
The G-R Rape Crisis Center operates on a 
24 hour basis. The volunteers are profession­
ally trained and usually work in teams of two. 
They handle both private and hospital calls 
and offer support, a listening ear, and legal 
advice. The volunteers specify the woman's 
rights and offer advice on legal resources if 
the victim wishes to press charts .
Frequently the rape victim will withdraw 
from friends and family. She often feels that. 
“If my friends and family knew what hap­
pened to me they wouldn’t care about me 
anymore.” So another function of the Center 
is to help the victim dev;se an acceptable way 
to contact friends and relatives. Sometimes 
that means establishing communication with­
out actually letting the family or friends 
know about the rape. “The woman must take 
as much initiative as possible,” says Bultman. 
“and develop a course of action she feels 
comfortable with.”
Offering iegai advice, showing women 
lueihous of self-protection and even answer­
ing a call at 3:00 a.m. are easy when 
compared ic the more nebulous task of 
educating the .public.
When it comes to the rape issue, myth, not 
knowledge, predominates. “A woman who is 
raped has to be asking for it.” That’s a myth. 
Rape victims are neither above average look­
ing or scantily clothed. Recently reported 
rapes have involved females ranging from four 
to 70 years old.
Myth: Rapes occur in dark alleys. Fact: 
Most rapes occur indoors.
Myth: The rapist is unknown to the victim. 
Fact: Every man is a potential rapist. Most 
rapes are committed by a person the victim 
knows; a husband, boyfriend, boss or the guy 
next door.
Myth: Poor black men rape white middle 
class women. Fact: Most rapes occur between 
persons of 'the same race and similar socio­
economic backgrounds.
-  Myth: The rapist is a deranged sex maniac.means to combat trauma Fact: The rapist is often impotent and the
rape is usually a crime of violence aimed at 
demeaning and physically abusing the woman. 
Moreover, most rapists test out as normal. 
They are neither psychopaths or psychotics.
Myth;  Rape is easier for a ghetto or inner 
city woman to assimilate because she expects 
it to happen and is used to it. Fact: A matron 
from East Grand Rapids or a woman from 
Harleni both experience similar psychological 
trauma and patterns of recovery when raped.
Exposure of these myths has led to recent 
law reform. Rape crime laws are focusing less 
on the sexual aspect of rape and more on the 
assault angle. One offensive procedure in rape 
cases involved bringing the woman’s sexual 
activity into account during a trial. Now, the 
defense attorney must offer proof in writing 
that a victim’s sexual record in pertinent to 
the defense and the material is then reviewed 
in the judge’s chambers away from the pub- 
eye. Less than a year ago a rape victim had to 
prove nonconsent and resistance. Effective
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distinguished by amounts of physical force 
and violence. A convicted criminal can receive 
two years to life imprisonment.
Judo and karate take awhile to perfect. So 
the G-R Rape Crisis Center offers some 
practical crisis prevention advice.
0
Insist that your landlord provide your 
building and parking lot with good lighting.
Look around before you get out of your 
car.
Try not to walk at night alone.
Let someone know where you are and what 
t|me you’ll be back. It may be an infringe­
ment on privacy but consider the risks.
Practice running — it may be your best and 
only defense.
Be sure you know who’s on the other side 
o f  the door before opening it.
Keep this number handy: Rape Crisis 
456-3535.
The measure removes the present require­
ment that the victim resist assault, severely 
restricts the admissibility of the victim s prior 
sexual behavior as defense evidence and ex­
tends coverage to male victims.
The bill defines four1 degrees of sexual 
assault, with crimes in the first degree punish­
able by a maximum life sentence.
Women’s lobby groups have long pressured 
the legislature to revise the rape laws to make 
courtroom treatment of victims more humane 
and to make it easier to obtain convictions.
The victim’s past sexual experience can be 
admitted as evidence only if involving the 
defendant, or to determine certain medical 
facts.
The House defeated a provision to admit 
such evidence if it demonstrated a history of 
promiscuity. In addition, the judge must 
determine, holding a private hearing if he 
wants, whether the evidence is relevant and 
admissible.
The four new sexual assault categories:
-  First degree, punishable by up to life 
imprisonment, involves sexual penetration 
while using threat or coercion, causing injury, 
engaging in unethical meuical treatment, aid­
ed by others, or if the victim is under 13 years 
old or a relative age 13-16.
-  Second degree, punishable by up to 15 
years imprisonment, involves sexual contact 
with the private parts of the victim, while 
using force, aided by others, if the victim is 
under 13 or a relative age 13-16, or causing 
injury.
Third degree, also punishable by up to 
15 years, involves penetration while using 
force if the victim is between the ages 13-16.
-  Fourth degree, a misdemeanor punish­
able by up to two years in prison and a $500 
fine, involves sexual contact using force.
C r is is /  Center offers
For every rape that is reported, ten occur. 
One-hundred and twenty-five rapes were re­
ported by iiie Grand RapiuS Vice Squad ill the 
past year.
Judy Bultman, coordinator of the G. R. 
Rape Crisis Team said she had more emer­
gency phone calls than that in a four month 
period. Granted, statistics are elusive and 
difficult to calculate but rape crimes have 
increased by as much as 70% within the past 
five years, according to Bultman.
Most large cities and universities have rape 
crisis centers. Grand Valley has none. For a 
woman raped or assaulted on or near campus 
the closest rape crisis center is a half-hour 
drive away in Grand Rapids.
“ I’m only guessing,” says Bultman, “But 
even if only two rapes were reported in the 
Grand Valley vicinity last year, that means 
about 20 actually took place.” Certainly
enough to warrant some type of vampus
organization.
For the rape victim the need for supportive 
help is overwhelming. Though many police 
officers are trained to handle such situations 
many more are incompetent and intimidate 
the victim with the “grilling and drilling” 
technique. ‘ (
The objective of the Rape Crisis Team is to 
offer support while allowing the woman to 
decide for henelf how she will go about 
picking up her beaten self-concept.
“Sympathy keeps the woman helpless,” 
said Bultman. “What we try to do is keep the 
power and decision making with the woman.”
A rape victim experiences several stages 
closely related to the stages o f a person 
approaching death. They build up in random 
order from shock to denial, self-blame, mental 
i, grieving, depression, acceptance and 
The process may take over two 
to  complete its cycle and still the victim
Ai 29,1974
Rehab/ Board
hampers a  r
The Rehabilitation Review Board has 
changed its name to just the Review Board 
because, according to Vice-President Arthur 
Hills, “rehabilitation" connoted a demeaning 
factor.
The Board was created three years ago as a 
check on ex-offenders. The administration 
feared that drug offenders would come to 
GVSC as students and end up selling and 
distributing drugs.x The fear has been un­
founded, though. No drug-related offense 
occuring on campus has been tied to ex­
offenders. Still the Board is in operation but. 
now its duties have expanded to include all 
ex-offenders applying for admission at Grand 
Valley.
It is logistically impossible for the Beard to 
review all ex-offer.ders. College officials have 
no way of knowing a person’s background 
unless the applicant volunteers the informa­
tion or has been recommended for admission 
directly from a parole officer. The ex­
offender who has returned to society and has 
no connections with the penal institution 
cannot be detected through the Board’s car- 
rent procedures.
Legality of the Board's actual power to 
refuse admission to any ex-offender is ques­
tionable. And without that power some ex­
offenders feel the Board is little more than an 
inquisition. "There is a question of double 
jeopardy here,” says one GVSC faculty mem­
ber. "The ex-offender has done Ms time and 
paid his debt to society and he is forced to 
prove himself again and again."
The Board, appointed by V.P. Hills, rotates 
membership each academic year. Chairperson} 
for last year included: Bert Price, director oi 
the counseling center, Mary TePaste, TJC 
administrative assistant, WJC assistant dean 
Rhonda Rivera, CAS Sociology Prof. Don 
Williams, CAS Psychology Prof. Carl Insalako, 
Campus Police Chief Purl Cobb and student 
Robert Hollingsworth. Board members for the 
upcoming year have not yet been chosen. But 
new board members will be operating under 
modified procedures. This year, all ex­
offender referrals will be made exclusively 
through the admissions office rather than
various academic units and the applicants will 
be allowed to see the results of the Board’s 
decision upon request. The Board will still 
function as a recommendation unit with Hills 
retaining absolute veto power. Three choices 
are open to Hills when reviewing a parolee for 
admission: unconditional acceptance, condi­
tional acceptance and non-acceptance.
So far only one ex-offender has been 
rejected, and that was for academic reasons 
according to Hills -  the applicant’s reading 
ability was sub-par. "We have the welfare of 
the individual at heart,” says Hills. “The 
Board is designed to provide the individual 
with information regarding programs, faculty 
and counselors and establish ongoing contact. 
This is not a punitive measure but helps to 
stack the deck in the applicant’s favor. Soci­
ety should help felons remake their lives and 
help them learn to be productive for them­
selves and society.
run
But one ex-offender isn’t so ready to voice 
approval This man served a six-year prison 
term and is now off parole. He began taking 
courses while in prison, first completing high 
school through the Jackson Prison program 
and then taking college courses through 
GVSC’s College IV jail program. Once out of 
prison he came to GVSC and took courses 
from each of the Colleges. He applied for 
regular admission, completed the process set 
down by the Review Board by securing letters 
of recommendation, talking with members of 
the Review Board and seeing a campus coun­
selor. When he received a validated ID card he 
assumed he was a full-time student. Not so. 
Now the student who holds a 3.5 GPA has 
received notice that he has been placed in 
ACCESS, a non-degree program. He also has 
been requested to come before the Review 
Board again, secure new recommendations 
and mail his high school transcripts to GVSC 
-  a document he’s not even sure he can get 
a hold of because of hard-to-get-at prison 
records. He called Admissions who referred 
him to a counselor who told him he had never 
been admitted as a degree seeking student.
“At first I thought the red tape was due to 
my prison record," said the released ex­
offender. “But now 1 think it just might be 
College bureaucracy. If I can’t be admitted as 
a degree-seeking student I really don’fhave an 
interest in going to college. I have a thousand 
books at home and I can study on my own. I 
don’t have near the incentive now. Before 
when I had a clear cut goal -  to get my 
degree -  I knew that my success depended on 
just me and my work. Now my success 
depends on people I have no control over."
In school or out the ex-offender’s choices 
are limited. An ex-convict is barred from such 
nal aims as medicine, law, dentistry, 
otology and over 35 other professional 
careers.
Review Boards on other coOUgl e&ritptsses
are hard to find. At the University of Michi­
gan, Calvin College and Aquinas College they 
are nonexistent. Michigan State University 
reviews ex-offenders’ applications in the Ad­
missions office and takes ail questions to the 
parole officer often never seeing the ex­
offender.
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Assault relived
CO N TIN U ID  MOM VAO* 1
away by one of those punks nauseated me. 1 deserve a 
better end than what they cOuld give me. Life was never 
dearer than when it was threatened by an incompetent, 
power-lusting, bigoted ass, whose only influence lay in a 
one-inch piece of lead.
Perhaps the worst consequence of the whole incident 
is my attitude toward black people. I have always 
considered myself open-minded and unprejudiced. After 
spending four years in a “racially balanced" high school, 
it would be difficult to have any other* attitude. This 
attitude carried over into my college days.
Involuntarily I find myself carefully scrutinizing 
every black male within 50 feet of me. What is he 
thinking? What is he going to do if he gets the chance? 
Could he knew whs! happened? Could he be one of 
THEM?
i am isolating my black friends and shunning any new 
acquaintances I might make. I hate-myself and I hate 
the men who have done this to me. It’s going to be a 
long time before the emotional scars heal.
Another side effect of the affair is my change of heart 
about staying in the Grand Rapids area. I had planned 
on staying in the area- after graduation, but I can’t face 
the possibility of future rip-offs and hurts. With only 40 
credit? to go, I’ve already started writing resumes sad 
making plans to get out of this part of the state and 
head north. It’ll be sad to leave, but 111 be damned if I’ll 
stay.
I guess you never think about long-range effects when 
you hear or read about something awful. You’d say: 
“At least they got away with their lives,” But what kind 
o f fives are left? Paranoia, fear, hatred, prejudice, that 
kind o f life is just as bnd as the one that caused it.
These kind o f  stories never have a happy ending.
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A n a ly s i s
Police blame crime increase On, carelessness
s An old country custom is vanishing from 
this rural campus scene: people are Socking 
the doors of their dorm rooms, apartments, 
farmhouses, and duplexes.
The new security-awareness is not only a 
defense against theft, but a defense of self. 
This month’s violent armed break-in of a 
student’s Grand Valley apartment on 42nd 
Ave. just off-campus is not the first of its 
kind. There were others last summer attri­
buted at that time and before to “off-campus 
elements.’’
That attitude was always a little pre­
sumptuous. As the statistics on all degrees of 
crime accumulate, it is also inaccurate.
This year to date, campus police have 
logged the following thefts, totaling thou­
sands of dollars: 6 cameras, 4 stereos, 2 tape 
• recorders, 12 tape players, 1 television, 2 
microphones, 2 sets of setero speakers, 1 
amplifier, 2 calculators, 5 typewriters, 2 
radios and 2 clocks. These are reported thefts; 
there may have been others that went un- 
re ported.
In the same time period, there has been one 
reported rape, six cases of assault and two 
felonious assault reports.
Off-campus, the Ottawa County Sheriffs 
department notes an increase in crime in the 
surrounding area. In Allendale Township, 
there are records of 32 larcenies, 23 bur­
glaries, and 14 assaults since January These 
figures do not include statistics iT*c two 
apartment complexes on 42nd Ave. south of 
campus. Both units are within Georgetown 
Township boundaries, and a break-down of 
crime in the immediate area is difficult. But, 
says the department, more theft is reported in 
those two complexes than in the rest of the 
surrounding campus area.
“Usually during the summer things quiet 
down to nothing,” says detective Delwin. 
South of the county sheriff’s department. 
“But this y<*ar w? wouldn’t have known it was 
summer if we didn’t look at the calendar.” 
South says the crime rate has gone up along 
with the student enrollment. “A lot of this I 
think has to do with Project Make-It,” South 
insists. “I don’t look for crime to decrease.” 
This month’s armed assault prompted a 
meeting, at President Arend Lubbers request,
between campus security officials and Ottawa 
law enforcement agents. The sheriffs depart­
ment was asked to increase its patrols of the 
immediate off-campus area.
“We have in the past figured our areas of 
patrol to be the boundaries of the campus,” 
says chief of campus police Puri Cobb. “We 
have always made limited routine patrols of 
the apartment areas. Bui where does it start 
and where does it stop?”
Will more patrol cars on the road curb 
crime?
“Maybe, fflaybe not,” says South. “ It all 
happens inside the building. We can’t see 
things going on inside.”
Campus police and Ottawa deputies warn 
students to lock their doors. But, says South, 
locks are not always a deterrent to theft. 
“There’s a lot of keys floating around the 
apartments,” he says. “Who knows how many 
duplicates a previous tenant has?”
Jo£n Kyvig, manager of Grand Valley 
apartments, replaced the locks on the com­
plex’s 47 apartments 10 months ago at a 
$3,000 cost. As a further security measure, he 
plans to install peepholes in each apartment 
door. “None of this will do any good unless 
people use them,” he says.
According to the Grand Valley apartment 
manager, the door of the apartment broken 
into two weeks ago was not locked. Had it 
been, it may or may not have prevented the 
incident. Nevertheless, campus police and 
Ottawa authorities suggest several precautions 
•tudents may take to protect themselves end 
their belongings:
-  lock your car if you want to hang on to 
the objects in it; even better, put anything 
valuable in the trunk if you don’t take it with 
you;
-  lock your apartment or dorm room door. 
Before you open it, make sure you know who 
is on the other side;
-  keep an inventory of your things, com­
plete with serial numbers that help track 
down stolen items;
-  check the local banks to see if they 
participate in the Identiseal program . . .  
especially if a bicycle is stolen, an identifying 
mark is helpful to recover the loss, and
-  if you think something looks suspicious, 
report it or remember what you’ve seen.
Year round trailers 
for rent six miles 
off caiapus in wood­
ed private park.
All utilities fur­
nished. Available 
for married couples 
or two single people 
per unit. Reason­
able rates. Call 
(616) 363-8175, or
write Ray and Donna 
Olejnczak 4185 
Lester NE, G-R.49505
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